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Monash Data Fluency officially launched on 23.03.2018

Monash 
Bioinformatics 

Platform

Monash  
Library

Enhance 
digital 

literacy at 
Monash

https://www.monash.edu/data-fluency
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Monash Data Fluency activities

Building a network 
of instructors and 

learners across the 
Monash campuses

Workshops:
4 at Clayton campus
2 at the Peninsula campus
1 running today.
1 on 3 Aug 2018 at Clayton 

Friday drop in session:
Every Friday 3pm at G19, 15 innovation walk
Special monthly Fri drop-ins (start 2pm)
R Book club

15 Carpentry trained instructors and counting

Email: datafluency@monash.edu

Follow on twitter: @resdatflu

Slack https://datafluency.slack.com

https://www.monash.edu/data-fluency

Get involved:
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▪Introduction to R 
▪The basics of R – data objects 
▪Data plotting 
▪How to find more information for a specific task 
▪The start of the journey, a network of R learners/users 
around you. 

Today’s Objective(s) – What we hope you will get out of today

Workshop Info: https://tinyurl.com/R20Jul18

Trainers – Paul Harrison, Adele Barugahare, Sarah Williams
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▪It’s free, legally free. Active development. 
▪Reproducible analysis.

–Document what you have done with your data in code. 
–Come back to it in days, months, years and you should know 
what was done.

▪Low risk of inadvertent data loss/mutation.
–By design, R requires you to load your data in, what you do with 
the data is then written in code (R language). 

▪R can handle really large datasets.
–Excel is limited by 1,048,576 rows and 16,384 columns.

▪Collaborative.
–Share your data and analysis.

Why R? (as opposed to Excel?)
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Why R? (as opposed to Excel?)



7
@MonashBioinfo
Bioinformatics.Platform@monash.edu
http://bioinformatics.erc.monash.edu

How to get R?

https://cran.r-project.org)
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R and the interfaces to R
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R and the interfaces to R

https://www.rstudio.com
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▪Starting out in R 
▪Working with data in a matrix 
▪Working with data frames
▪Plotting with ggplot2

Today’s agenda
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▪Workshop notes
▪Sticky notes

How today’s workshop works – signalling for help

I need help please I am all good
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The R workbook

Explanatory text

The code
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The R workbook – Challenges and extra homework

We will give you challenges through the workshop to work with the example data, also homework
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▪This is the start of your R journey, many others are at the 
same stage, share your questions.
▪Attend this workshop again, and others we offer

–Advanced R
–Specialised case studies using R
–R book club

▪MBP have Friday help sessions at Clayton 3:00pm.
▪Monthly special theme Friday drop-in  2pm onwards

–Subscribe to mailing list to get a notification (look at data fluency 
website)

Rounding up
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▪Introduce yourself to your neighbour (s) and tell them 
why you are here and what you want to achieve. 

Ice breaker activity
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▪Paul Harrison
▪Sarah Williams
▪Adele Barugahare
▪Andrew Perry
▪Nick Wong

▪Sebastian Borutta
▪Gunta Jaudzems
▪Debbie Symons
▪Linda Kalejs

Thank you ! 

• David Powell
• David Groenewegen

Workshop Info: https://tinyurl.com/R20Jul18

• The MBP and the library team
• Data Fluency CoP


